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September 24, 2009 
 
 
 
 
Honorable Tribal Leaders and Council  Members. 
 
The California Tribal Water Summit Planning Team, in collaboration with the California Natural 
Resources Agency, formally invite you to a historic and unprecedented statewide California Tribal 
Water Summit on November 4 and 5, 2009, at the Radisson Hotel in Sacramento.  Your 
participation is critical to the success of the Summit. 
 
The Summit’s theme is “Protect Our Sacred Water.”  The Summit will provide an opportunity for the 
highest tribal and State government officials to ensure that the water access, use, and priorities of 
native peoples and nations are recognized and well preserved in California’s strategic water 
planning efforts.  The Summit includes all California Native American Tribes, both federally 
recognized and non-federally recognized.  Around 200 participants are expected to attend the 
event.  Key areas will include:  tribal water rights; water as a sustainable cultural resource; rivers, 
dams, and fish; institutions (e.g., access to State bond funding); and watersheds (e.g., groundwater, 
floodplains, meadows).   
 
Proceedings from the Summit will be published as a stand-alone document, and also incorporated 
in the California Water Plan Update 2009, which provides a framework for the water policy decisions 
of tribal, federal, State, and local governments well into the future.   
 
We strongly encourage you and your council members to participate and make the Summit a 
turning point in the history of tribal engagement in water issues and planning in California.  We 
expect to have senior State officials and leaders at the Summit.  We ask that the chair and/or 
council members attend on behalf of your Tribe.  Please return the registration form as soon as 
possible.  
 
If you have any questions about the Tribal Water Summit, please contact Ron Goode, Chairman, 
North Fork Mono Tribe, at (559) 355-1774 or eagleeye@cvip.net.  You may also contact Barbara 
Cross, Government and Community Liaison, Office of the Director, California Department of Water 
Resources, at (916) 653-5150 or bcross@water.ca.gov.  We look forward to your participation at 
this event.  
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                  Planning Team Members 

 
1. Atta P. Stevenson 
2. Barbara Cross, Government and 

Community Liaison, California 
Department of Water Resources  

3. Bruce Gwynne, California Department 
of Conservation 

4. Chris Peters, Seventh Generation Fund 
for Indian Development, Inc. 

5. Chris Simon, Middletown Rancheria 
6. Clifton Skye, USDA Forest Service, 

Region 5, Tribal Relations Program 
Manager 

7. Cuauhtemoc Gonzalez, Governor’s 
Office of Planning and Research 

8. Cynthia Gomez, Assistant Secretary, 
California Environmental Protection 
Agency 

9. Denise Banker, Tribal Advocate, 
California Emergency Management 
Agency 

10. Donna Miranda-Begay, Tribal 
Chairwoman, Tubatulabals of  

11. Kern Valley 
12. Jared Aldern, Humanities and 

Environmental Studies Faculty, Prescott 
College 

13. John Tommy Rosas, Tribal 
Administrator and Litigator, Tongva 
Ancestral Territorial Tribal Nation 

14. Jonathan Whipple, Tribal 
Administrative Assistant/NAGPRA 
Director, Buena Vista Rancheria 

15. Julie Griffith-Flatter, Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy 

16. Kamyar Guivetchi, Manager, Statewide 
Integrated Water Management, 
California Department of Water 
Resources  

17. Kimberly Johnston-Dodds, Native 
American Liaison, California 
Department of Transportation 

18. Leslie Cleveland, Water Resources 
Manager, US Bureau of Reclamation, 
Lower Colorado Region 

19. Loretta Greycloud, Inter-Tribal 
Council of California, Inc. 

20. Marianna Aue, Attorney, Office of the 
Chief Counsel, State Water Resources 
Control Board 

21. Mike Thornton, Sierra Fund 
22. Oscar Serrano, Colusa Indian 

Community Council 
23. Randy Yonemura 
24. Ron Goode, Tribal Chairman, North 

Fork Mono Tribe 
25. Ruthie Maloney, Yurok 
26. Steve Archer 
27. Tia Oros, Seventh Generation Fund for 

Indian Development, Inc. 
28. William Speer, Sr., Shasta Indian 

Nation 

 
 

 
 

 Additional members preferred to not be listed. 


